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Milton. 


Waller. 

Dryden. 

Sbakejp. 


'The Present. An elliptical expreffion for the prefent time ; 
the time now exifting. 

When he faw defcend 
The fon of God to judge them, terrify’d 
He fled; not hoping to efcape, but fliun 
The prefent ; fearing guilty, what his wrath 
Might fuddertly infliSt. MiltoA. 

Men that fet their hearts only upon the prefent, without 
looking forward into the end of things arc ftruck at. L'EJlr. 
Who, fince their own ftiort underftandings reach 
No further than the prefent, think ev’n the wife, 

Speak what they think, and tell tales of thcmfelves. Rowe. 

At Present, [a prefent, Fr.] At the prefent time; now; 
elliplically, for the prefent time. 

The ftate is at prefent very fenfible of the decay in their 
trade. Addifon. 

Pre'sent. n.f [prefent, Fr. from the verb.] 

1. A gift; a donative ; fonrtething cercmonioufly given. 

Plain Clarence ! 

I will fertd thy foul to heav’n. 

If hcav’n will take the prefent at our hands. Shakefp. 

His dog to-morrow, by his matter's command, he mutt 
carry for a prefent to his lady. Shakefp. 

He fent part of the rich fpoil, with the admiral’s enfign, as 
a prefent unto Solyman. Knolles’s Hijl . of the Turks. 

Say heav’nly mufe, {hall not thy facred vein 
Afford a prefent to the infant God ? 

Haft thou no verfe, no hymn, no folemn ftrain, 

To welcome him to this his new abode ? 

They that are to love inclin’d, 

Sway’d by chance, not choice or art 
To the firft that’s fair or kind, 

Make a prefent of their heart. 

Somewhat is fure defign’d by fraud or force; 

Truft not their prefents, nor admit the horfe. 

2. A letter or mandate exhibited. 

Be it known to all men by thefc prefents. 

To Frese'nt. v. a. [profonto, low Lat. prejenter, Fr. in all 
the fenfes.] 

1. To place in the prefence of a fuperior. 

On to the facred hill 

They led him high applauded, and pr efent 

Before the feat fupreme. Milton’s Par. Lofl, b. vi. 

2. To exhibit to view or notice. 

He knows not what he fays; and vain is it. 

That we prefent us to him. Shakejp. King Lear. 

3. To offer; to exhibit. 

Thou therefore now advife, 

Or hear what to my mind firft thoughts prefent. Milton. 

Now ev’ry leaf, and ev’ry moving breath 
Prefents a foe, and ev’ry foe a death. Denham. 

Ledtoridcs’s memory is ever ready to offer to his mind 
fomething out of other men’s writings or conversations, and 
is prefenting him with the thoughts of other perfons perpe- 
tua ]]y. Watts's Improvement of the Mind. 

4. To give formally and ceremonioufly. 

Folks in mudwall tenement, 

Affording pepper-corn for rent, 

Prefent a turkey or a hen 
To thofe might better fpare them ten. 

5. To put into the hands of another. 

So ladies in romance aflift their knight, 

Prefent the fpear, and arm him for the fight. 

6. To favour with gifts. To prefent, in the fenfe of to give, 
has feveral ftrudtures : we fay abfolutely, to prefent « man, to 
give fomething to him. This is lefs in ufe. The common 
phrafes are to prefent a gift to a man ; or, to prefent the man 

with a gift. , 

Thou fpendeft thy time in waiting upon fuch a great one, 
and thy eftate in prefenting him ; and, after all, haft no other 
reward, but fometimes to be foiled upon, and always to be 
, .. , ’ South s Sermons. 

foiled at. . , ,. , 

He now prefents , as ancient ladies do, 

That courted long, at length are forc’d to woo Dryden. 
Odlavia prefented the poet, for his admirable elegy on her 


prefent, 

Wh 


Prior. 


Dryden. 


Dryden. 


fon Marcelius. ,, . 

Should I prefent thee with rare figur d plate, 

O how thy rifing heart would throb and beat. 

7. To prefer to ecdefiaftical benefices. 

That he put thefe bifhops in the places of the deceafcd by 
his own authority, is notorioufly falfe; for the duke of Saxony 
always prefented. er ur f\ 

8. To offer openly. , , , , 

He was appointed admiral, and prefented battle to the 
• French navy, which they refufed. Hayward. 

9 . To introduce by fomething exhibited to the view or notice. 
Not in ufe. 

Tell on, quoth {he, the woful tragedy. 

The which thefe reliques fad prefent unto. bpenjer. 

IO To lay before a court of judicature, as an object of en- 

* 8 . 


Phe grand juiies were pradifed effedlually with to prefent 
the faid pamphlet, with all aggravating epithets. Swift. 


Presenta'neous. adj. [from prxfcntaneus, Lat.] Readv* 
quick; immediate. 

Some plagues partake of fuch malignity, that, like a p re - 
fentaneous poilon, they enecate in two hours. Hal-vey 

Prese'ntable. adj. [from prefent.] What may be prefented! 

. Incumbents of churches prefentablc cannot, by their f 0 le 
act, grant their incumbencies to others; but may make 
leafes of the profits thereof. ^ Ayiiffe's Paragon. 

Presentation, n.f. [prefentation, Fr. from prefent.] * 

1. The adt of prefenting. 

Prayers are fometimes a prefentation of mere defires, as a 
mean of procuring deiired effedts at the hands of God. Hooker, 

2. The adt of offering any one to an eccleiiaftical benefice. 

He made effedtual provifion for recovery of advovvfoib and 
-Mentations to churches. halt. 

iVhat, {hall the curate controul me ? have not I the pre¬ 
fentation ? Cay. 

3. Exhibition. 

Thefe prefentations of fighting on the ftage, are neceflary 
to produce the effects of an heroick play. Dryden. 

4. This word is mifprinted for preenfion. 

Although in fundry animals, we deny not a kind of natural 
meteorology, or innate prefentation both of wind and weather, 
yet that proceeding from ienie, they cannot retain that ap- 
prehenfion after death. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

Prese'ntative. adj. [from prefent.] Such as that prelenia- 
tions may be made of it. 

Mrs. Gulfton pofltflcd of the impropriate parfonage of Barf* 
well, did procure from the king leave to annex the lame to 
the vicarage, and to make it prefentative, and gave them both 
to St. John’s College in Oxon. Spelmon. 

Pres k'n tee. n.f. [from prefentc, Fr.] One prefented to a 
benefice. 

Our laws make the ordinary a difturber, if he does not 
give inflitution upon the fitnefs of a perfon prefented to him, 
or at leaft give notice to the patron of the dilability ot his 
prejentee. Aylijfe's Paragon. 

Presenter, n.f. [from prefent.] One that prelents. 

The thing was acceptable, but not the prejenter. L'Eflr. 
Prese'ntial. adj. [from prefent'] Stippohng actual prefence. 
By union, I do not underftand that which is local or jre- 
fential, becaufe I confider God as omniprefent. Norris. 
Pr esentia'lity. n. J. [from prejcntial. J State of being 
prefent. 

This eternal, indivifible adt of his cxiftence makes all 
futures adtually prefent to him ; and it is the prefenliality of 
the objedf, which founds the unerring certainty ot hi.; know¬ 
ledge. South's Sermons. 

To Pri- se'ntiate. v. a. [from prefent.] To make prcient. 
The fancy may be lb ftrong, as to prefentiate upon one 
theatre, all that ever it took notice of in times paft: the 
power of fancy, in prefentiating any one thing that is paft, 
being no lefs wonderful, than having that power, it ftiould 
alfo acquire the perfection to prefentiate thcn^all. Crew. 
Presenti fick. adj. [presfens and facto, Latin.] Making 
prefent. Not in ufe. 

Presenti'fickly. adv. [from prcfentifick.] In fuch a manner 
as to make prelent 

The whole evolution of times and ages, from everlafting to 
everlafting, is collectedly and prefentifickly reprefented to GoJ 
at once, as if all things and actions were, at this very inllant, 
really prefent and exittent before him. More. 

Presently, adv. [from prejent.] 

1. At prefent; at this time; now. 

The towns and forts you pnfently have, are ftfll left unto 
you to be kept either with or without garrifons, fo as you 
alter not the laws of the country. Sidney. 

I hope we may prelumc, that a rare thing it is not in tiie 
church of God, even for that very word which is read to be 
Drefently their joy, and afterwards their ltudy that hear it. 

1 J Hooker, b. v. J. 2- 

To fpeak of it as requireth, would require very long dil- 
courle ; all 1 will prejently fay is this. Hooker, b ,. 1. J- »<>■ 
Covetous ambition, thinking all too little which pnjen.iy 
it hath, fuppofeth itfelf to ftand in need of all which 11: hatli 

llot . Raleigh's EJ/ays. 

2. Immediately; foon after. 

Tell him', that no hiftory can match lus policies, and,, e- 
fently the fot {hall meafure himfelf by himtelf. 

Prese ntment, n.f. [from prejent.} 

1. The ad of prefenting. 

When comes your book forth r , , * 

Upon the heels of my preferment. “ 

2. Any thing prefented or exhibited ; reprcfentation. 

Thus I hurl 

My dazzling fpells into tiie fpungy air. 

Of power to cheat the eye with blear iliuuon. 

And give it falfe prejent merits, left the place ihTlton. 

And my quaint habits breed aftomlhmem. , ’ . 

3. In law, presentment is a mere denunciation of the jure -h 

3 felves or feme other officer, asjuttice, conftable, learcfor 
ve-yors, and, without any information, ot an oltence 
able in the court to which it if prefented. 
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The grand juries were praCfifed effedtually with, to prefent 
the faid pamphlet with all aggravating epithets, and their pre¬ 
fent merits publiflied for feveral weeks in all the newspapers. 

Pre'seNTNESS. n. f. [from prefent.'] Prefence of mind; quick- 
nefs at emergencies. 

Goring had a much better underftanding, a much keener 
courage,°and prefentnefs of mind in danger. Clarendon. 

Preservation, n.f [from preferve.] The adt of preferv- 
jng; care to preferve; act of keeping from deftrudtion, de¬ 
cay,’or any ill. 

Nature does require 

Her times of prefervation, which, perforce, 

I give my tendance to. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

The eyes of the Lord are upon them that love him, he is 
their mighty protection, a prefervation from {tumbling, and 
a help from falling. Eccluf. Xxxiv. 16. 

Ev’ry fenfelefs thing, by nature’s light, 

Doth prefervation feek, deftrudtion fliun. Davies. 

Our allwife maker has put into man the uneafinefs of hun¬ 
ger, thirit, and other natural defires, to determine their wills 
for tire prefervation of themfelves, and the continuation of 
their fpecies. Locke. 

Preservative, n.f [prefervatif, Fr. from preferve.] That 
which has the power of preferving; fomething preventive; 
fomething that confers fecurity. 

If we think that the church needeth not thofe ancient pre- 
fervatives, which ages before us were glad to ufe, we de¬ 
ceive ourfclves. Hooker. 

It hath been anciently in ufe to wear tablets of arfcnick, 
as prefervatives againft the plague; for that being poifons 
themfelves, they draw the venom to them from the Ipirits. 

Bacon's Nat. Hifi. 

Were there truth herein, it were the b tft. prefervative for 
princes, and perfons exalted unto fucli fears. Brown. 

Bodies kept clean, which ufe prefervatives , are likely to 
efcape infection. Harvey. 

The moft effectual prefervative of our virtue, is to avoid 
tire converfation of wicked men. Rogers, 

Molly is an Egyptian plant, and was really made ufe of 
as a prefervative againft enchantment. Broome's Notes on Odyf 
To PRESE'RVE. v. a. [prafervo, low Latin ; pieferver, Fr.] 

1. To fave; to defend from deftrudtion or any evil ; to keep. 

The Lord {hall deliver me from every evil work, and pre¬ 
ferve me unto his heavenly kingdom. 2 Tim. iv. 18. 

God fent me to preferve you a pofterity, and fave your 
lives. Gen. xlv. 7. 

She {hall lead me foberly in my doings, and preferve me in 
her power. Wifdom ix. n. 

He did too frequently gratify their unjuftifiable defigns, a 
guilt ail men, who are obnoxious, are liable to, and can 
hardly preferve themfelves from. Clarendon. 

We can preferve unhurt our minds. Milton.. 

To be indifferent, which of two opinions is,true, is the 
right temper of the mind, that preferves it from being im- 
pofed on, till it has done its beft to find the truth. Locke. 

Every petty prince in Germany muft be intreated to pre¬ 
ferve the queen of Great Britain upon her throne. Swift. 

2. To feafon fruits and other vegetables with fugar and in other 
proper pickles : as, to preferve plumbs, walnuts, and cucumbers. 

Preserve, n.f. [from the verb.] Fruit prelerved whole in 
fugar. 

All this is cafily difeerned in thofe fruits, which are 
brought in preferves unto us. Brown. 

The fruit with tiie hulk, when tender and young, makes 
a good preferve. Mortimer. 

Prese'rver. n.f. [from preferve .] 

1. One who preferves; one who keeps from ruin or mifehief. 

Sit, my preferver, by thy patient’s fide. Shakefp. 

To be always thinking, perhaps, i, the privilege of the 
infinite author and preferver of things, who never {lumbers 
nor fleeps ; but is not competent to any finite being. Locke. 

Andrew Doria has a ftatue eredted to him, with the glo¬ 
rious title of deliverer of the commonwealth; and one of his 
family another, that calls him its preferver. Addifon. 

2. He who makes preferves of fruit. 

To Pre side, v.n. [from prafidea, Lat. prefider, Fr.] To 
be fet over; to have authority over. 

Some o’er the publick magazines prefide , 

And fome are fent new forage to provide. Dryden. 

O’er the plans 

^Of thriving peace, thy thoughtful fires prefide. Thomfon. 
Presidency, n.f. [prefedence, Fr. from prefident.] Superin¬ 
tendence. 

What account can be given of the growth of plants from 
mechanical principles, moved without the prefidency and gui- 
dance of fome fuperior agent. R ay on the Creation. 

President, n. f. [prafdens, Lat. prefident, Fr.J 
1. One placed with authority over others ; one at the head of 
others. 

As the prefident of my kingdom, will I 
Appear there for a man. Shakefp. Ant. and Cleop. 

v ! ", e tut ? r "! the chair as prefident or moderator, to ice 
tnat the ruUs of uifjmution be obl’crved, IVattSs 


2. Governour; prefeCE , . 1 

How might thofe captive Ilraelites, under the overfight and 
government of Aftyrian prefidents, be able to leave the 
places they were to inhabit. Breerewoodon Languages* 

3. A tutelary power. 

This laft complaint th’ indulgent ears did pierce 

Of juft Apollo, prefident of verfe. Waller. 

Presidentship, n. f. [from prefident.'] The office and placd 
of prefident. 

When things came to trial of pra£tice, their paftors learn¬ 
ing would be at all times of force to overperfuade fimpie men, 
who, knowing the time of their own prefidcntjhip to be but 
jfhort, would always ftand in fear of their mimfters perpetual 
authority. Hooker's Preface. 

Presi'dial. adj. [prafulium, Lat.] Relating to a garnlon. 

^ nnrep _ r, /T... -hr * flue 
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To PRESS. V. a. [prefer, Fr. premo,prefjus, Lat.] 

1. Tofqueezc; to crulh. 

The grapes I preffed into Pharaoh’s cup. Gen. xl. I r. 

Good meafure preffed down, fhaken together, and running 
over, {hall men give iilto your bofom. Luke vi. 38* 

From fweet kernels pre.s’d. 

She tempers dulcet creams. Milton. 

I put pledgets of lint prefed out on the excoriation. Wifem. 

Their morning milk the peafants prefs at night. 

Their evening milk before the rifing light. Dryden* 

After prejftng out of the colefeed for oil in Lincolnfliire, 
they burn the cakes to heat their ovens. Mortimer. 

2. To diftrefs; to crufli with calamities. 

Once or twice flic heav'd the name of father 

Pantingly forth, as if it prejl her heart. Shakefp<. 

3. Toconftrain; to compel; to urge by neceffity. 

The experience of his goodnefs in her own deliverance, 
might caufe her merciful difpofition to take fo much the more 
delight in faving others, whom the like neceffity ftiould. 
prefs. Hooker. 

The polls that rode upon mules and camels, went out, 
being haftened and preffed on by the king’s commands. Efiber. 

I was prefi by his majefty’s commands, to allifj at the 
treaty* Temple's Mifcel. 

He gapes ; and ftraight 

With hunger prefi, devours the plcafing bait. Dryden. 

He preffed a letter upon me, within this hour, to deliver 
to you. Dryden s Spanijh Fryar. 

4. To drive by violence. 

Come with words as medical as true, 

Honeft as either, to purge him of that humour 

That preffes Iiim from fleep. Shakefp. 

5. To afi'edt ftrongly. 

Paul was prejjed in fpirit, and teftified to the Jews that 
Jefus was Chrift. Acts xviii. 

Wickedncfs condemned by her own witnefs, and preffed 
with confcience, forecafteth grievous things. Wifdom xviii 11. 

6. To enforce ; to inculcate with argument or importunity. 

Be jure to prefs upon him every motive. Addifon. 

I am the more bold to prefs it upon you, becaufe thefe ac- 
complifhmcnts lit more handfomely on perfons of quality, 
than any other. Felton on the Glafficks. 

Thofe who negotiated, took care to make demands im- 
poffible to be complied with; and therefore might fecurely 
prefs every article, as if they were in earneft. Swift. 

J. To urge; to bear ftrongly on. 

Chymifts I may prefs with arguments, drawn from fome of 



Boyle. 


Milton. 
Dryden. 
Smith * 
Pope. 


the cminenteft writers of their fedt. 

8- To comprefs; to hug, as in embracing. 

He prefs’d her matron lips 
With kifles pure. 

She took her fon, and prefs'd 
Th’ illuftrious infant to her fragrant,breaft. 

His eafy heart receiv’d the guilty flame. 

And from that time he prefi her with his paffion. 

Lcucothoe {hook. 

And prefs'd Palemon cloferin her arms. 

9. To adt upon with weight. 

The place thou preffefi on thy mother earth, 

Is all thy empire now: now it contains thee. Dryden i 

10. To make earneft. Prefi is here perhaps rather an adjective ; 
prefie, Fr. or from prefsi or emprefsi, Fr. 

Let them be preffed, and ready to give fuccours to their 
confederates, as it ever was with the Romans; for if the 
confederate had leagues defenfive with divers other ftates, and 
implored their aids, the Romans would ever be the formoft. 

nor , . Bacon's Effays. 

P ye fi for their country’s honour and their king’s. 

On their {harp beaks they whet their pointed ftina S . Dryd. 

11. 1 o force into military fervice. This is properly Imprefs. 

Do but fay to me what I Ihould do. 

That in your knowledge may by me be done,. 

And I am prefi into it. 

For every man that Bolingbroke hath prefs'd 
1 o lift fliarp fteel againft our cr 0 ldcn crown, 

Heav n for his Richard hath in ftore 
A glorious angel. Shakefp. Richard II. 

iuom London by the king was I prefi forth. Shake/},. 
20 1 They 


Shakefp. 
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